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VOL, XXI AIR CORPS NEWS. LETTER NO, 24. 

f tion Division Munitions. Building 
5 my « t Corps ‘December 15, 1938 Washington, D.C. 
The chief se of this. publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the Ply ng nel 
and others connected with aviation, 


ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 


---000--- 


THE URGENCY OF ADEQUATE PREPAREDNESS 


Addressing the Industrial Session of 
the 14th Annual New England Conference 
of the New dngland Council at Boston, 
Mass., On November 18th, last, the Hon. 
- Louis Johnson, Assistant Secretary of 
War, referring to America's struggle 
during the Revolutionary War and ae 
the World War to attain and preserve the 
principles of tolerance and justice 
stated that "we cannot afford to blind 
ourselves to the affairs of the world. 
The chaotic status of international re- 
lations in Europe and Asia are casting 
their evil shadows upon our peace and . 
upon our American way of life. We must 
take steps to halt any conceivable ad- 
vance on their part to these shores. ** 
Today, it rests upon us of this genera- 


tion and upon you, who by e le and by 
 achg BY are upho Lai it in the fine 
radition of the New land town meet- 


ing. The tenets of free speech, freedom 
of religion and tolerance you fondly 
cherish, proudly exalt and steadfastly 
maintain, Tomorrow, we or our children 
again may face a ce ta not only of 
intolerant ideas but ef brute force and 
we must be prepared to meet it. * * * 
The United Sta es has an interest in the 
world second to none. With only six 
percent of the world's area and seven 
percent of its population, we consume 
seventy-three percent of the world's 
silk, sixty percent of its petroleun, 
fifty-six percent of its rubber, more 
than half of its tin, forty-eight per- 
cent of its coffee, forty-seven percent 
of its copper, forty-two percent of its 
pig iron and twenty-one percent of its 
sugar, 

Our people own four out of every five 
automobiles in the world and three out 
of every five telephones. We have one- 
third of its railroads. We own more 
than one-half of all of its monetary 
gold. The purchasing eet of our one 
hundred and thirty million people is 
greater than that of the entire five 
hundred million of Europe. It surpasses 
that of the billion inhabitants of all 
of Asia, 

Ours is a happy nation, We have our 
faults but we are honest enough to admit 
them and are ng every effort to cor- 
rect them. Despite shortcomings here 





content, 


life and greater happiness to our indi- 
vidual citizens than does any other na- 
tion on the face of the globe. To be- 
lon; to America. is indeed a rare privi- 
lege. To enjoy its citizenship is a 
priceless treasure. * * * 
"Unfortunately, all nations do not 
march in step with our policy of good 
will, In the seething cauldron of dis- 
ren | European and Asiatic 
peoples now boil, Imperialistic designs 
and selfish ambitions control nationa 


‘policies and no one knows the full ex- 


tent of their evil machinations, 

"With international society in such a 
estate, we mupt gird our loins. We mst 
prepare ourselves, The forces of evil 
must not overtake us. How much in the 
way of men and munitions we may need for 
our defense against these dire influen- 


ces, no One at present can definitely 





|; Ment program, 


| even 


foretell. We do know, however, that to- 
day, right now, we are weak in the 
sinews of battle to protect even our own 


shores, 

"Yesterday, we believed that a program 
mg for 2,320 airplanes of all types 
by 1940 would protect us against any ene 


mies from the air. Today, these figures 
are far below our immediate needs. Not 
so long ago, we boasted that our Air 
Corps was the pride of the skies. We 
held records for speed and endurance, 
Our pursuit ships, our attack planes, 
our fiying fortresses and our super- 
flying fortresses were the envy of the 
world. 

"Today,- we no longer can make good our 
boast. Our air supremacy is threatened. 
From Europe come reports of pursuit 
ships and attack planes of greater speed 
and better performance. Even the marked 
superiority of our flying fortresses and 
our super-flying fortresses is challeng- 
ed. To meet the tremendous pace that 
the rest of the world is ootsinni we 
must double, yes, treble and perhaps 
uadruple our present air force 
with the best airplanes that can pos- 
sibly be produced. 

"We are falling behind in our develop- 
This la; is due to a loss 
neither of our inventive genius nor of 
our skilled craftsmanship, It is due to 


| our failure to give enough attention to 


and there, we still provide greater se- | the importance of a continuous program 
of research and development, 
V-7922, A.C, 


curity to property, more protection to 
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"last year, we-are.told Great Britain 
spent fifteen million dollars in its re- 
search laboratories on military aeronaut- 
ics, Francé spent more’ than ten million 
dollars. No one knows how much Germany 
and Italy devoted to this purpose. In. 
contrast with.these expenditures for de- 
velopment among European powers, we 
spent only six million dollars. 

"To stay at least abreast of the 
world's developments in aviation, we im- 
mediately must construct and install ad- 
ditional laboratory facilities at Wright 
Field. Those now in existence, we must 
expand and improve... To attract high- 
@rade scientists and engineers, we must 
offer well-paying jobs and attractive 
careers, Once. supreme in the field of 
military aeronautics, we must remain su- 
preme, An investment of a few extra 
million dollars in research and experi- 
mental work spent today, tomorrow may 
bring us dividends in-security that no- 
amount of money could buy, 

"Our air force is Sremendously 
ant. in the early stages of confli 
should therefore augment its numbers and 
keep it close to a state of readiness at 
all times.: . - ai : 

"While we still speak in terms of units,! 
of tens, or perhaps of hundreds of mili- 
tary airplanes, the rest of the world 
has stepped up the production of air- 
craft to the thousands. England claims 
the building of three thousand planes a 
year, Ger boasts of an annual pro- 
ductive capacity of more than twelve 
thousand fighting craft, 
endar year of 1937, we, in the United 
States, produced a little more than thre 
thousand for all oses - military, 
commercial and private. | 

"Our present productive capacity we 
must now increase many fold. Contracts 
must be given to the aviation industry 
to build us enough planes to meet our 
full military needs on M-day, and this 
must be done at.no sacrifice to the grow-~ 
ing and pressing needs of our commercial 
aviation which today. leads the. world. 
Mass production of airplanes we must 
achieve in this country, and we must do 
so immediately. - Tt eee FP 

"Not only.planes, but tanks and ma- 
chine guns in greater quantity and of 
better performance we must. immediately 
procure, We must add to our new semi- 


| 
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import- 
ct. We - 


| 


| 


automatic shoulder rifles which the world 


regards as the peer in small arms. We 
must add anti-aircraft. guns. We must 
streamline our infantry and cavalry di- 
visions, We must build up our reserves. 
of munitions and it is. to that phase of . 
netional defense that we must now turn. . 

"If an emergency were to arise tomor-— 
row, we would call out 400,000 men. This 
would include. most of the Regular Army 
in the United States and the whole of ©. 
the National: Guard, to which: your Own .” 
Yankee Division is an indispensable as- 
set, Within four months, we would have 
to be ready to. put into the field an 


| battle today, our Army 


'mal services, 


During the cal- 
"I 


“alist ratings, respect 


army of one million. men, 
"These minute men of America, upon whom 
the brunt of defense in the early stages 


lof battle may:fall, are entitled to 


their full complement of — and 
equipment and to the best obtainable 
anywhere in the world, The richest 
country, with the greatest stake in-peace 
and préparediess, tust in no way prove 
penurious in providing for the needs of 
America's first million, If called to 
would find itself 
short of urtillery and tanks, of combat 
cars and airplanes, of machine guns and 
of semi-automatic rifles, of anti-tank 
guns and of ammunition, of gas masks and 
of searchlights, of telescopes and quad- 
rants. Those shortages we must make 
good noe, ...... - rae ey . 
"We mast fortify ourselves against the 
possibility of shortages in an emergency. 
We must build up a six months’ supply of 
all our‘military needs except food and: 
clothing, With such a physical reserve 
on hand, there would be no need, in an > 
emergency, to dislocate industry's nor- 
During that six months 


'we have time to put our factories into 


full gear, fully equnpped pick 
their responsibility of war production 
until the end of the emergency. * * * 
"In the past few years, we have made a 
great deal of progress toward the 
achievement of. our industrial: mobiliza- 
tion program. We have smashed a number ‘ 
of bottlenecks but we havs not broken 
enough of then. We mist keep abreast of 
military developments, We must build 
our defenses s0, that no nation in the 
world would dare es a us." 


RANDOLPH FIELD HAS RECORD FREEZE 


Thanksgiving Day at the Primary Flying 
School, Randolph Field, Yexas, was a 
typical north country type, for the mer- 
cury slid almost out of sight when it 
touched a record low of 21 degrees dir- 
ing the night. This low climaxed sever- 
al days of below freezing weather. Pri- 
or to the "Norther," typical Texas fall 
weather was experienced, and following 
the cold snap the thermometer again re- 
turned to normal, Pie a 

Flying weather has been remarkably 
good at.the Primary Flying School duri 
the entire month of November, The Pri 
mary Stage reports. that only four hours 
of flying time were lost. during the last 
| 15 days of that month due to inclement 
weather., ~~ ‘a —o 

New ratings have been given to severai 
of the Post Weather Office personnel, 
The following changes were made: Pri- 
vates lst Class Jay T. Treat. and William 
J.. Stricker were promoted to Sergeant: | 
and Corporel, respectively, and. Private 
Lyon O'Brien: to Private lst Class. Pri- . 


| 
} 





vates Richard L,: Parker; and William Ss... _ 

ceived.4th and. Sth Class Speci- 
ively. 

V-7922, A.C. 


Dawson re 


+ 





“a 

















Pilota from east of the Rocky Mountains | 
are reminded that the Air Corps occupies 
Moffett Field and keeps open house for 

Moffett Field is located 38 miles 


visitors, 


southeast. of San Francisco, Calif. The 
huge iighter-than-air hangar, 1100 feet | 
long, 310 feet wide, and 200 feet high, | 


affords a landmark visible for many 
miles in all directions, 

Night lighting equipment is excellent. ° 
There is no radio range at Moffett 
Field, but the Oakland range, only five 
to ten minutes away, maxes Moffett Field 
easily accessible even in bad weather, 
There are no hills or other obstacles 
Other than the usual bridge piers and 
oy tension lines between Oakland, 
Calif,, and Moffett Field. Caution, 
however, must be exercised to avoid a 


i 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


radio tower, over 600 feet high, 6 miles | the Commanding Officer of Moffett F 





MOFFET? FIZLD, CALIF,, EXTENDS WELCOME. TO VISITORS 


northwest of Moffett Field, Traffic 
control facilities on 201 kcs are avail- 


| able during daylight hours and at all 


times on request, Weather is broadcast 
on the same frequency at 10 and 40 min- 
utes past the hour and oftener when 


necessary. pha ; 
Bxpert service of all kinds and a 


| 600d Hotel de Gink are available day or 


night, and the Welcome Mat is always 
a Paton 

The garrison at Moffett Field now com- 
prises 24 officers and 292 enlisted men, 
consisting of the 82nd Observation 
Squa..con, Air Corps; Base gg 
and Ninta Air Base Squadron, Air Corps, 
and detachments of Medical Corps, Quar- 
termaster Corps, Signal Corps, and 
Finance Department. 


Colonel Follett Bradley,Air Corps,.is 
eld. 


---000-~~ 


IMPROVEMENTS: ON RANDOLPH FIZLD PRIMARY STAGE 


The War Department has equraved a lo- 
caliy sponsored State W.P.A. Project, 
involving the expenditure of $30,564.61, 
to construct curds, ramps and service 
pit slabs; relocate service pits; in- 
stall air, water, gasoline and electric- 
al service lines to pits, etc., at the 
Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, 
Texas, according to a recent announce-- 
ment of Major F.D, Shawn, Quartermaster. 

This project was listed under Priority 
No, 2, among several items of construc- 
tion which a Board of Officers, headed 
by Lieut. Colonel E.B, Lyon, Air. Corps, 
recommended as most urgent for consicer- 
ation incident to. the expansion of 
training activities at Randolph Field, 
The item given first priority by this 
Board covered the construction of two 
barrack buildings re 
bers of the increase 
és. Work on these two builaings has 
proceeded rapidly and is about fifty 
percent complete. 

pesmnes ramp 

zed by the 


The Board found that the 
construction, as now author 
War Department, was necessary incident 
to the utilization of Hangar’ "J," the 
present transient aircraft hangar, to 
provide an additional flight on the west. 
Or Primary side of Randolph Field, with 
offices and other facilities required 
for the training of approximately 50 
Students. 
The transient aircraft facilities will 
be moved to Hangar ."U," and. the 
$30,564:61 provided by the War Depart- 
ment and the Works Progress Administra- 


hs 


a. oo 


tion will be used to increase the width 


of the present ramp in front of ar 
"U" by 110 feet. This will facilitate 
the handli of the larger type trans- 


ng 

ient nicaeere: and extendi ‘> ramp 
now in front of Hangar "J" to the north 
to meet the r to be extended in front 
of Hanger "U," moving the gas pits in 
front ef Hangars "U" and "V" to new lo- 
cations, and moving the flood lights to 
& more suitable location out of the way 
of aircraft taxying towards the ramp of 
Hangar "U." 

Major Shawn declared that "this will 
provide a completely surfaced area, 
clear of odstacles, on which visiting 
aircraft may be maneuvered without in- 


| terference with the control and coordi- 
'nation of Primary training activities." 
ired to house men- | 
Flying Cadet class-: 


---000-~-= 
TRAINING LIRECTIVE INSTEAD OF TURKEY 
| While most people were enjoying their 


| Thanksgiving ate hes dinner, 23 Randolph 
| Field pilots were off on navigation mis- 
| Sions as part of their War Department 
Training Directive, The three-day lapsr 
in student training afforded an opportu- 
nity to pilots, most of them instructors 
to.comply with this phase of their per- 
sonal training which often is handicap- 
se student instruction is sched-— 
uled, 


---000--— 
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LANGLEY FIELD ACTIVITIES 


Three ranking officers from Langle 
Field, Va., returned on November th an 
official visit paid them the previous 
day by Brigadier General Frederic H, 
Smith, recently appointed commander of 
the Third Coast Artillery District, with 
headquarters at Fort Monroe. 

Representing Langley Field were Major 
General Frank M, Andrews, Commanding 
General of the GHQ Air Force; Brigadier 
General Arnold N. ogstad, Commanding 
General of the Second Wing of the GHQ 


Air Force, and Colonel Walter R. Weaver, | 


Commanding Officer of Langley Field. 
Arriving at Fort Monroe, Va., at ten 
o'clock, the Langley Field officers were 
greeted with a salute of 13 guns fired 
by the Ordnance detachment, Later they 
made a tour of the post, accompanied by 

a d of honor, 

reception was held at the Officers’ 
Club at Fort Monroe in honor of Briga- 
dier General Smith and Colonel William 
E, Shedd, the latter being advanced the 
following day to the rank of Brigadier 
General, 

The 36th Pursuit Squadron returned not 
ent ea to Langley Field, Va., on 
November 2Oth, after two weeks of gun- 
nery at Valparaiso, Florida. All pilots 
were qualified either as Marksmen, Sharp- 
shooters or Experts. Everyone enjoyed 
the stay on the sunny Florida coast, but, 
not having seen much of the old home 


\ported position of the boat by pilotage. 
|The results of the bombing satisfied 
'even the Group Statistical Section, which 
‘is always looking for results which will 
‘lower the mil error of our bombardiers. 
| With the arrival of two B-18A's, the 
20th Bombardment Squadron was brou ht up 
_to a strengta of four B-17's, two B-18A's 
‘and one BC-l. One of the B-18A's was 
'ferried by Major Meloy, Lieut. Rueter 
‘and Staff Sergeant Fields. At the pres- 
}ent time the commissioned strength of 
the Souedron is sixteen officoera. 
The 96th Bombardment Squadron now pos- 
sesses two B-18A Bombardment planes and 
‘one EC--l, The latest B-18A was ferried 
‘from tae Douglas factory on the West 
‘Coast on November 7th by Lieuts. Mussett 
‘and Waldron, The B-18A's and the BC-1 
now afford considerable miscellaneous 
‘flying for junior officers in the Squad- 
iron, 
The 49th Bombardment Squadron has de- 
_perted its bombing and machine gun prac- 
tice and turned primitive, having taken 
‘up archery. Among the most consistent 
archers are Major Haynes, Lieuts. 
| Apatesox and LeMay. 
|. Majors McReynolds, Koenig, Captain 
|Wolfinbarger, Lieut. Bell, Corporals 
Lynn and Vick, of the Headquarters and 
|Headauarters Squadron, 2nd Bombardment 
|Group, were ordered to the Douglas Air- 
'craft Company, Santa Monica, Calif., to 


station for the past month, they cherish+ferry two of the new B-18A airplanes to 


ed the opportunity of spending Thanks- 
giving Day with families and friends. 

During its eg | activities at Val- | 
paraiso, Fla., the 36th Pursuit Squadron | 
was inspected by Brigadier General Arnold 
N, Krogstad, Majors Lynn, Glenn and Skow.' 
Desiring a taste of camp life, General | 
Krogstad refused the invitation of 
Captain Whatley to stay at his home, and | 
so a fine tent was set aside for him and | 
Major Glenn. At 4:30 o'clock the first 
morning, and much to their surprise, in 
came a soldier with a flashlight. He 
flashed the light a couple of times and 
then queried: 

"Which one of youse guys is going to 
get up and help me cook breakfast?' 

Needless to say, the soldier received 
little help, but plenty of embarrassment 
for getting into the wrong tent. 

On November 7th and 8th, the 20th Bom- 
bardment Squadron, 2nd Bombardment wt 
reinforced by one airplane from the 49th | 
Bombardment Squadron, conducted a Joint 
Training Exercise with the Navy. It was 


similar to past exercises, in that a de-/| 
| partment, dated December 2, 1938, six 


stroyer towed a sled target which sim- 
lated a Carrier. In this problem the 
target ship was required to remain with- 
in 100 miles of the shore, and hence the 
navigation was extremely simple and it 


| Langley Field. 
| was made by rail, and t 
| were flown back without mishap. 


| enable them to obtain e 
| handling a teletype machine that is on 
| the “long line." 





was almost possible to fly out to the ae 


The oe to Santa Monica 
e new ships 


---000--- 
TELETYPE INSTRUCTION FOR WEATHER MEN 


During the latter part of November, 
two men from the Post Weather Office at 
Randolph Field, Texas, have been detail- 
ed to the Kelly Field Weather Office to 
erience in 


By “long line" is 
meant a teletype machine which has a di- 
rect hook-up with the Department of 
Commerce circuit, Randolph Field was 
scheduled to go on the long line on the 
first of December, This meant added 
work and added responsibilities for the 
men in the office and, says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "it is felt that 
if they can acquire some additional 
knowledge beforehand they will be more 
able to cope with this situation." 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 


noncommissioned officers of the 

were appointed Warrant Officers Decembe: 
1,1938; one each fromthe Medical Corps, 

D.O,L., Engineer Corps, Ordnance Depart- 


ment, Q.M, Corps and Coast Artillery. 
mn V-7922, A.C, 
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By Norman 


Langley Field and various branches 6f 
the military service, manufacturing. con- 
cerns and merchants of the locality dis- 
piezo? One of the most educational ex- 


tions ever held on the Lower Peninsu- 


la of Virginia, when the Second Annual 


Charity Fair and automobile show attract- 
ed upwards of 50,000 enthusiastic specta- 


tors throughout the three-day event, De- 
cember 2nd to 4th, inclusive. 

A varied program, which by far exceed~ 
ed the 1937 remier, included such cele- 
brities as Virginia's Chief Executive 
Governcr James H. Price; Major General 
Robert M, Beck, personal representative 
of the Honorable Harry H, Woodring, Sec- 
retary of War; Miss Helen Jacobs, in 
nationally known tennis star; Al 
Jones and Irene mgt Metro-Goldwyn- 
—— star motion picture actors, as 
well as many other notables. 

The first day of the fair was desig- 
nated as "Children's Day » with every 
Peninsula school child invited as a 
guest, The second day was known as 

Governor's Day," in honor of Governor 
Price, and the third day was called 
"Army Day," ; 
ree Ma | Beck, representing the Secre- 
tary of War, who was detained in the . 
nation's capital by official business, 
Cpened the gala three-day classic with 
official recognition from the government 
at be as ene Greeted at the main han- 
gar with tremendous applause, General 
Beck stated that Mr. Woodring was very 
much interested in the project and the 
noble cause for which it was given. 

Governor Price, accompanied by Adju- 
tant General S, Gardner Walter and other 
members of his military staff, arrived 
at Langley Field on the morning of the 
second day of the fair which, as before 
stated, had been set aside as "Governor' 
Day." In his message of appreciation 


and congratulations, Governor Price aa 


that the second annual charity fair was 
an added contribution to the great work 
neing done and that it deserved the 
hear y oruper's of all Lower Peninsula. 
Dur e glittering display of 

Cinderella-like ig id which marked 
the military ball, Virginia's Chief Ex- 
ecutive crowned the Peninsula's most 
precious and adorable queen - the beauti 


ful and rather glamorous Miss Mary 
Watkins 


by commun ty, 

The identity of the queen remained a 
secret until the night of the Coronation, 
when the selection of the Junior Women's 
Clubs of the Peninsula favored the lucky 
Miss Ayler. The evening's entertainment 
included an elaborate floor show, music 
by Meyer Davis Orchestra of Washington, 
D.C., with Hughie Prince as master of 
ceremonies, 


Babies from all over Lower Peninsula. 


ter- 
jan | 


| 
ler, of Hilton Village, a near- 


, Spearenen and apprecia 


THE ANNUAL CHARITY AFFAIR AT LANGLEY FIELD 


E; Noll 


were entered in the Baby Show on the 
first day of the fair. There were five 
classifications in all, with Albert F, 
Pearce, Jr., four years old, being 
awarded the baby c ionship trophy, 

Then there, was the. airplane model 
show, under the management of the Vir- 
ginia Association, and the dog show, 
sanctioned by the American Kennel Club. 
'Both of these snows proved very success- 
|ful.. Governor Price awarded the main 
\prizes: in the airplane model show, while 
figs Helen Hull Jacobs, former national 
iwomen's tennis champion, attended the 
|canine show in the capacity of a judge, 
; exhibitor and trophy-presenter to the 
;owner of the show's best dog. 

The exhibits, displays and conces - 
sions at the fair represented practical. 
‘ly all the leading merchants of the 
|Pidewater area, Displays from outstand- 
'ing groups which faithfully represented 
‘this locality were from the Air Corps, 
|! Fort Monroe, Army Aeronautical Museun, 
| Quartermaster Corps, Chemical Warfare 
| Service, Army Ordnance Association, 
| Medical ree National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics, Model Airplane 
| Association, Daily Press, Mariners' 
|Museum, Yorktown Restoration, Hampton 

Institute, Virginia Fisheries Associa- 
ition, Boy and Girl Scouts and the 

high schools. There were also inter- 
esting displays by national manufactur- 
ing concerns, such as the Sperry Gyro- 
scope, Wright Engine, United Aircraft, 
Fairchild Aerial Camera, Kollsman Instr 
ment, B.G. Spark eo Aviation Manufac 
turing, Goodrich, ont, Snap-on-Tools, 
National Biscuit, General B » Beech- 





nut, Coco Cola and the A.B, Dick Mimeo- 
graph Co $ ; 
One entire hangar was allotted for th: 


<n of the 1939 automobiles - dis- 
plays by many of the leading firms of 
this locality. 

Special afternoon and evening feature: 
held the spotlight in the main hangar 
with a continuous musical and enter tain- 
ment program being rendered by organiza: 
tions such as the  nemnarig group of 
Hampton Institute Singers rican 
Legion Band, Fort Monroe boast Artiller; 
Band, Hampton Junior Drum and Bugle 
Corps, Newport News High School Band, an: 
a group of well selected singers, come- 
dians and musicians from Langley Field, 
which was headed by Gene Tyler, famous 
= of ceremonies of the Peninsula 

ea, 

On the last night of the fair and at 
the sound of the old familiar eleven 
o'clock "Taps," the eight args no 
longer bore their brilliant glare and 
the sounds of laughter, merriment and 
gayety which prevailed for three short 
days became & memory of a successful 
event which evidenced a spirit of co- 
tion by all, 
V-7922, A. C. 














THE WHEELER FIELD NAVIGATION SCHOOL 
By 2nd Lieut. George S. Brewer, A.C. 


A course of instruction in Dead Reckon-| A new and novel thing they called 


ing and Celestial Navigation was recent- 
ly completed in the 18th Pursuit Group, 
Wheeler Field; T.H,. Lieut, Leighton 
Davis was the instructor, and the stu- 
dents were Lieuts. C.D. Vincent, R.H., 
Carmichael and R,E, Warren. ‘ 

The course was quite comprehensive, 
consisting of both theoretical and prac- 
tical exercises. It covered a period of 
three months and kept all four officers 
quite busy. Navigation training. flights 
were made to all the islands of the 
Hawaiian Group, and the students became 
quite proficient in hitting the light- 
houses on the nose (without peeping, they 
claim), On one trip to Hawaii, Lieut, 
Earl E, Bates was pilot of the OA-3 and 
Lieut. Vincent was the navigator. 

About ten miles from Hilo, on the re- 
turn trip, one motor grew tired of it 
all and decided to t. With the-skill- 
ful navigation of Lieut. Vincent. (and 
very capable flying by Lieut. Bates) a 
successful landinz was made in Hilo 
Harbor, much to the astonishment of na- 
tives who were watching from the pier. 
After yelling lustily but vainly for a 
boat, the rubber life raft was unlimber- 
ed and a successful, if damp, trip to 
shore was made, 

The course wound up with an all-day 4 
mission, running a "landfall problem" | 
On Diamond Head. The students’ ability 
to "shoot the sun" from an airplane was 
put to the acid test in this prodlem., 
All three came within the allowable . 
limits, two hitting within four miles of 
the objective, — Ani 

Diplomas of proficiency were given to 
the students at the end of the course, 
and the Group now has three more full- 
fledged navigators, 


ENGINEERS TO STRESS NATIONAL DEFENSE 


During the course of the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Society of Automotive Inzin- 
eers, Inc., to be held at the Book- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., January 
9th to 13th, next, a day will be devot- 
ed to national defense, when key men in 
the nation's armed forces, including the 
Quartermaster General, the Chief of Ord-. 
nance, the Chief of the Air Corps, and | 
the Assistant Chief of the Bureau of. 
Aeronautics of the Navy. Department will 
be ty speakers. - 

Civil and well as military aeronautic- 
al problems will be attacked in the five 
aircraft and aircraft-engine sessions 
scheduled during Fie Beayee: 

* ~—-=000--= 


War Department orders relieving Colonel 
Byron Q. Jones from: duty as instructor at 
the Army War College and assigning himto 
Panama Canal Dept. have been revoked. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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BORN TWENTY YEARS TOO LATE 
- Anonymous - 


a BC one was rolled into 

our hangar. yesterday and I knew 
I'd hafta f the bloomin', thing 
pretty soon 

so I sed I'll just look this 
fella over and see 
what makes it tick 

so I sneaked a peek inside 

and was amazed ~ ; 

that cockpit looked just like 
the window:of a pawn shop — 

I was wont to frequent: 

year. ago 

in tacse dim days my P twelve 
sitting yonder ' 

was &@ new and vicious weapon 
and men had called it 

the ultimate word 

it was flown most accurately 
however. . 

from the seat of the britches 
and one had time now and then to 
glance about him for the enemy 
sitting there 

surrounded by these new and hostile 














| glassy faces 


and with forty tech orders 
in my lap 
I wondered if they hadn't overdone 
this thing a little 
so I asked the crew chief 
if we couldn't get along without 
just one row of things and handles 
ut he said | 
no they might come in handy some day 
but I still was dubious about 
One or two minor items 
I got out very gently so 
&s not to break anything 
and my years weighed down upon me 
as I walked over and patted 
my unsophisticated little P twelve 
on its unsophisticated 
little tail 
All the way home I wondered if 
I wouldn't have been a hot 
war pilot. ; 


---000-—— 
"44TH RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON IN CAMP 


The 44th Reconnaissance Squadron,: sta- 
tioned at Albrook Field, Panama Canal . 
Zone, encamped at Rio Hato, Republic of 
Panama, on December lst for three weeks 
of gumnery and field maneuvers. This 
year's ‘camp marks the first use of the 


B-18 airplane, recently added to. the 
Squadron's equipenens in the field in 
Panama, It is not known definitely 


when more of the new Bombers will 
arrive, - - 6 
meomQOO <<s0 


Major Aubrey Hornsby, Air Corps, who. 
has been holding a temporary commission 
in that grade, was promoted to the per- 
manent grade of Major, December 1,1938. 
V-7922, A, C. 
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2 TE ES 


Almost 300 trees are being planted at 
Randolph Field. by the Provost Marshal's 
office, under the direction of Lieut. 

R. Heber, These trees ore: eae OR, 
thoge which have died since the original 
landscaping project: and, in addition, 
will serve to 5p eke the plan eventu-. 
ally to have all tree-bordered roadways 
at the. Primary Plying School, Ligustrums 
are being used principally for this work, 
210 of them being planted. In addition, 
66 Arizona Ash trees and six Weeping. — 
Willows are being used, ya 

— Field played host to 136 vis- 
iting pilots in 106 airplanes during the 
month of November, a survey of Opera- 
tions Office records reveals. <A total 
of 18 Air Corps stations was represented 
by the visitors, who arrived in 17 dif-~ 
ferent type planes. The BC-l type was 
almost displaced from first place as the 
most popular visitor, the score for the 
month showing that 2i Bo-l's and 21 
B-18's dropped in for service or for an 
Overnight stop during the month, The 
A~17's, mostly from nearby Barksdale 
Field, were in second place, 20 of them 
visiting the Primary ing School dur- 
ing the last thirty days. 


Havi foe ne | returned from the 
Thanksgiving holidays, the Flying Cadets 
are now looking forward to the Christmas 
holidays. Most of them will be able to 
go home for Christmas, that is, if their 
pay will last until the end of December. 
The Christmas holidays will last about 
eleven days. | 


For the first. time in the memory of a 
Flying Cadet, black wool socks are being 
worn, Always on the lookout for some- 
thing to improve their appearance and 
comfort, it was decided to dye the natu- 
ral color wool socks, as now issued. 
This was done through a local San Anto- 
nio laundry, The results were pleasing, 
and no more will a Flying Cadet be timid 
about sitting down in the best of com- 
pany, ; . 


Starting with the next issue of the 
Air Corps News Letter and continuing in- 
termittently for an indefinite period, 
Ronseene of a "Dictionary" of viying 

adet "phraseology" will be furnished. 


"It is believed," says the News Letter 


Correspondent, "that many colorful 
phrages expressions and eeyinge have 

een originated in the bs Sg adet De- 
tachment since its inception, and that 
this information should be passed on to 
the Air Corps in general for its ‘in- 
formation and guidance, '" 

Aero Repair, llth Air Base Squadron, 
completed repairs on 17 airplanes dur- 
ing the last two weeks of November, A 
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cancies, | 
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ACTIVITIES AT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL, RANDOLPH FIELD 


total of 97 airplanes was serviced and 
inspected during.this period. This in- 
cluded one flight of. six B-18's from 
Hamilton Field, Calif., the bombardiers 
dropping in after a non-stop navigation 
mission, They remained at the "West 


‘Point of the Air" for a day and then 


returned to their base on another night 
navigation flight. 


- In the 52nd School Squadron, deer 
hunting stories have been the main. 
source of conversation since the season 
opened, and several members of this or- 
ganitation have brought back big bucks 
to back.up their stories, 


The strength of the Flying Cadet De- 
tachment has decreased somewhat since 
October 10, 1938. Class 39B was trans- 
ferred from "A" Stage with a strength 
of 178 Flying Cadets, plus one “hold 
over." Up to date, four have been dis- 

ualified, due to failure to meet fly- 
ng a gree gc have been discharg- 
ed. Nine others have been disqualified 
and are awaiting. discharge. 

Class 39C started with 230 Flying 
Cadets, plus three “hold overs. Of 
this number, 18 have been disqualified, 
due to failure to pass their physical 
examination given at.the School of Avia- 
tion at Randolph Field. Thirty-one 
Flying Cadets are awaiting discharge, 
after having been eer fied due to 
failure to meet the Flying Department's 
requirements, ‘S45 4 

Recruiting was temporarily suspended 
at Randolph Field on November 22nd, when 
the station reached its authorized 
strength, <A short time ago, the Primary 
id, School was authorized an increase 
of 250 men. Being over-strength at the 
time, a total of 120 men were recruited, 
thus bringing the total number of men 
in the command to 1484, 

The town of Burkburnett, Texas, 15 
miles norta of Wichita Falls, Texas 
and whose population is approximately 
3,000, has furnished nine men to 
Randolph Field during the recent re- 
cruiting. Five additional men from 
that town have filed their applications, 
and these are being held awaiting va- 


"The exceptionally enthusiastic re- 
sponse that Randolph Field has received 
from this one town is an indication that 
the-desirability of enlistment at the 
'West Point of the Air' has spread 
throughout Texas, for Burkburnett is in 
the extreme northern tip of Texas," 
neste R, Heber, Recruiting Officer, 
stated. O° 


Sixteen members of the 53rd School 
Squadron were slated to take the Air Me- 
chanics examination on December 5th. 
V~7922, A.C. 








REFRESHER TRAINING FOR RESERVE OFFICERS 


Two groups of Air Corps Reserve offi- 
cers senorted at Kelly Field, Texas, for 
a fresher course of instruction at the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School. The | 
first group, consisting of 14 Reserve | 
officers, reported on November 25th, and| 
the second group, consisting of five | 
Reserve officers, arrived on December 
5th. These officers were assigned to 
sections of the Air Corps Advanced Fly- | 
ing School, as follows: 

Bombardment: 2nd Lieuts. Fred M, 
Acams, Jon A. Laird, Charles W. 
Maynard, Alvin J.H. Mueller, Luther E. 
Thomas, Cloyce J, Tippett, Norman K, 
Warner. 

Pursuit: 2nd Lieuts. William C. 
Armstrong, James 0, Beckwith, Jr., 
Walter L. Hawkins, Joseph C. Mackey, 





Lewis M. Sanders. ; | 

Attack: 2nd Lieuts. Lawrence R. 
Gibboney, William W, Holmes, Robert J. | 
Koster, Sharles J. Langmack, Eugene | 
McCurdy, 


Claude A. O'Quinn, Freaerick 
Postal. _—"* 

It is napected that these refresher 
students will complete their course in | 
approximately seven weeks and be ordered 
to extended active duty with tactical 
units of the Air Corps. _s 

—-=—0U0 --— 


NEW ARMY PLANES AT MAXWELL FIELD 


Several of the Army Air Corps' trim- 
mest and most deadly airplanes dropped 
in briefl yesterday (December 6th) at 
Maxwell Field for inspection by students 
and instructors of the Air Corps Tactic- 
al School and visiting students and in- 
structors of the Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Ga. : 

Of major interest, perhaps, was the 
Air Corps' only B-15, a huge all-metal 
bombing a four super powerful 
motors, from Langley Field, Va. The big 
ship, a monoplane, returned to its home 
base about two hours following its land- 
ing at Maxwell Field. 

Other visiting ships, most of them 
from Barksdale Field, La., included a 
B-17, one of the 13 four-engine bombing 

lanes already delivered to the Air 

orps under present contracts; a B-18, 
a P36 Pursuit ship, an A-18 twin-attack 
Plane, and one of the new A-17A's,attack 
~— with single motor. 

xwell Field em eed was host .to 

the "Refresher Class" of Fort Benning, 
as well as a number of instructors of 
that post, Besides inspection of the 
latest type airplanes, the program in- 
Cluded a tour of the Tactical School, ad- 
dresses on various phases of work done 
there, and demonstrations in military 
tactics, 
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A RADIO OPERATOR'S LAMENT 


When the goings getting tough, 
And the calls are coming in, 





You're pounding on your typewriter 
ike 


Till your fingers hurt sin, 

Your log sheet starts to slipping 
And your-alert sheet can't be found, 
Oller for the weather 

For the ceiling's coming down, 

That's when the phone starts ringing, 


' Some Woman wants to know 


If her husband went to Hensley, 

If not, where did he go? 

That's when your eyes start specking, 
And your mind begins to jump. 

You start to writing words wrong, 


ind your head begins to thump. 


That's the time you start to wishing 
For a shovel or a hoe, 
And you say, Dear God, just give me 
Any job, but Radio. 0 

—— 00ers 


ANOTHER VERSION OF A POPULAR SONG 
With due apologies to the author 


| A tisket, a tasket, 
A blue and 


ellow casket, 

I took a flight to Maxwell Field 
And on the way I lost it. 

I lost it, I lost it, 


| Yes, on the way I lost it, 


I passed tne cone of silence 

And never knew I crossed it. 

The clouds and fogs were down below, 
My gas supply was running low, 


| So I stalled her down thru, down and 


down, 
And darn near ran into the ground, 
I landed, I landed, 
Yes, on my back I landed, 
And if I fly like that again, 
I know that I shall die. 


---000-~— 


COMPUTATION OF WIND VELOCITIES 


It has long been known that wind velo- 
cities recorded at Randolph Field, Texas, 
have been higher than those of neighbors 
ing stations. The Assistant Post 
Weather Officer, Lieut. T.S. Moorman, 
conducted a series of tests with the 
hand anemometer at the standard level of 
six meters above the surface, He assumed 
that the cause of the high readings was 
due to the fact that the anemometer was 
located 197 feet above the surface on 
top of the Administration Building. Re- 
sults from his series of tests proves 
that his assumption was quite correct. 

It was found that the wind at six meters 
above the surface was only 7/10 as high 
as that recorded from the anemometer on 
top of the building. Since using this 
correction it is found that Randolph 
Field's wind speed conforms more nearly 
to surrounding reports. 
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AGED INDIAN SCOUT INSPECTS MODERN SCOUT PLANE 


Post. Field, Fort Sill, Okla., was hone. 
ored on Saturday, November 19th, by the - 
visit of Chief Hunting Horse (Tsain- 
Tonkee) of the Kiowa Indians, accompani- 
ed oy Mr,. Albert Cody, also a Kiowa, who 
acted as interpreter. 

Chief Hunting Horse went on his first 
raid against the "Whites" in July, 1874, 
near nah, Texas. Less than a year 
later he was acting as an Indian scout 
with the Seventh Cavalry at Fort §ill, 
Oklahoma, He was with the group which 
persuaded the rest of the Kiowa Indians 
to surrender to Colonel Davidson at Fort 
Sill, one of the important outposts in 
the Southwest at that time. Chief Hunt- 
ing Horse is a pensioned Indian Scout, 


and was decorated with an Indian War 


Medal. He is 91 years old and still 
lives in the vicinity of Fort Sill,close. 
to Mount Scott, Oklahoma, 
Chief Hunting Horse inspected one of 
the new 0-474 airplanes assigned to 





Flight "6". of the l2th Observation 

me ag edn both inside and out. He seem- 
ed impressed with our modern means of 
scouting (i.e., Aerial Reconnaissance 

@s compared with the method used during 
his active service of sending out indi- 
vidual scouts on horseback, 

"We were pleased to have the Chief and 
his friend accept Lieut. Colonel D.B. 
Howard's invitation to visit Post Field," 
declares the News Letter Correspondent, 
"and hope he will return every few 
‘moons.’ As a memento of this visit and 
as a record-of future historical inter- 
est, the Chief was:photographed standing 
'to huad' of the 0-47A airplane and its 
975 "horses. '" i | 

The News Letter Correspondent submit- 
ted a copy of this photograph for pub- 
lication, and a.reproduction thereof 


‘| appears on the opposite page. 
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RECORD NUMBER OF SOLOS AT 


Another record in student training has 
been established at the Primary Flying 
School at Randolph Field, Texas. Atotal 
of 270 student pilots have soloed out of 
335 students who started train on the 
Primary Stage on October 24th, the per- 
centage being almost 78. 

This is a record number of solos fora 
winter:class, which is usually ered 
by frequent interruptions in training 
due to inclement weather. This class, 
both on the Primary and Basic stages, 
was blessed with unusually fine flying 
weather. Aside from an official holiday, 
Thanksgiving, only four hours were lost 
from the training schedule because of 
weather during the last two weeks of No- 
vember. 

But accompanying the dry spell came 
dust, dust and more dust, until the out- 
lying airdromes were at times obscured. 
On the Primary side of the field, in- 
structors and students alike return to 
the home airdrome after a "solo stage," 
begrimed and ready for a shower after an 
hour of battling the dust clouds. 

All of south Texas is suffering from 
the extreme lack of rain, and the San 
Antonio Weather Bureau reported that the 
six months ending November 30th consti- 
tuted the driest period in the history 
of the bureau, 

The Basic Stage reports that the train- 
ing is slightly ahead of schedule, due 
also to the fine weather. Instrument | 
flight training and night flying are 
both well under way. e average flying 
time for the Basic students as of Decem- 
ber lst was 32:22, of which 19:35 hours 
were solo and the remainder dual. -- 

Two officers, recent arrivals, have 
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"WEST POINT OF THE AIR" 


been assigned to the Basic Stage. Cap- 
tain J.T. Sprague, who has had several 
years' experience at the Training Cen- 
ter, is assuming command of "A" Flight; 
and Lieut. H.F. Miller, instructor for 
the past two years on the Basic Stage, 
was transferred to the Ground §choo 
Department, 

A new Link Trainer of an improved 
type has been instailed in "B" Flight, 
on the Basic Stage, replacing one of 
the earlier models of the instrument 
training machine. "Many favorable 
comments have been heard on the per- 
formance on the new trainer," the News 
Letter Correspondent declares. "It 
flies almost like an airplane," is the 
usual comment," 9 

m=O U0 -—— 


SHIFT IN COMMAND AT MAXWELL FIELD 


Another shifting in command at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., which divides responsibili- 
ties between Colonels John H, Pirie and 
Millard F, Harmon was recently announced 
at that station. 

Under tue new order, effective immedi- 
ately, Colonel Pirie will serve as Com- 
manding Officer of the post, while 
Coloviel Harmon will be Commandant of 
the Air Corps Tactical School. The re- 
vised order places the responsibility _ 
for the operation of the Tactical Schoo: 
upon Colonel Harmon, and restores 
Colonel Pirie to the genase’ command o: 
the post, still enabling him to devote 
the greater portion of his time to the 
-importanit Air Corps Board, of. which he 
is .the head, Lieut. Colonel Wilson wil 





continue as Assistant Commandant. 
V-7922, A.C. 





INSTRUCTORS 


ry) 


ARE HUMAN 





By Frank 


Ed. Note: The very interesting article: 
under the above heading appeared in the | 
November 15th issue of the SPORTSMAN 
PILOT, and is reprinted by special 
mission of the editor of this magazine, 


er- | 


The March issue carried an article en- | 
titled "Those !!!---!!, !*---* ! Instruc- 
tors (and Doctors)." The article-was a 
protest against "hard-boiled" instruc- 
tors and flight surgeons and a severe 
criticism of our Service flying schools 
and of their systems of selecting and 
eliminating students. 

These schools are certainly not above 
criticism and the systems they employ 
are far from perfect, but the severity 
of the author's disapproval is hardly 
justified by the facts. His estions 
are worthy of consideration but. their 
adoption would seriously disrupt the | 

resent high morale of our military air 
orces. 


His comments are interesting 
and stimulating but they are based upon 
misconceptions which are shared by 4 
great many people otherwise well-inforn- , 
ed about aviation. : 

The old, old story that most military 
flying instructors are "hard-boiled" 
seems to be just as persistent in the 
flying world as the similar idea that 
all pilots are dare-devils is persistent | 
elsewhere, The tough, sarcastic, explos- 
ive instructor is one of the grand old | 
traditions of flying and in some respects: 
it is too bad that this picturesque in- 
dividual has gone with the winds of 
progress in military flying as well as 
commercial, 

Some very influential men have made 
careful perdi, studies of the pro- 
cesses Of instructing students. The con- 
clusions these men reached, as well as 
the accumulation of experience, became 
effective several years ago in convert- 
ing or eliminating those few instructors 
who believed there was any value in bul- |. 
lying or intimidating students. In conm- ! 
mercial flying, of course, practical con- 
siderations long ago rendered this prac- 
tice very obsolete, The same is true 
in military aviation, except that the 
practical nfluence there proved to be | 

efficiency," which is the military 
watchword, 

A commercial instructor's ability can 
be judged by his success with students, 
and a military instructor's efficiency | 
must be measured in the same way. Any 
instructor whose students consistently | 
failed to make progress, because he was | 
"hard-boiled" or for any other reason, 
would soon be on the carpet. The in- 
structors have supervisors, too, andif | 
it were true that "a large proportion | 
of these 'bust-outs' can be traced back | 
to some inconsiderate, conscieneeless 
instructor" those supervisors would have | 


| 


| 
| 
{ 


Lambert 


| tic, 


, Our author describes, 
‘how they could have done any great dam- 

| 86°: Several years ago I attended the 
flying 


| structor in the school. 





been the first to find it out, and to 
find out the "conscienceless" instruc- 


' tors as well. 


Instructors are chosen as carefully as 


| possible but, of course, some are bless- 
'ed with more endurance and patience than 


Others. I remember one who was so tol- 
érant and reticent that I was constantly 


' worried for fear he had lost all inter- 


est.in my efforts. Some students do 
somewhat better under an instructor who 
is always critical and demanding, others 
under one who is easy-going and optimis- 
Student assignments are also made 
carefully, in an effort to match person- 
alities. An apt student can learn from 


| any good instructor, but border-—line 


cases are sometimes shifted even without 
their asking it, when it is believed 
that a change might be of some benefit. 
Students know that they may request a 
change of instructors at any time, for 
no other reason than a "personality 


' clash," but such requests are rare. 


Admittedly, there have been occasional 
instructors of the "hard-boiled" type 
But I do not see 


school which he criticizes so se- 
verely and I had an instructor who ex- 
pressed his displeasure frequently and 
effectively. Another student of his, 


| waom I knew very well, liked him very 


much and insisted he was the best in- 
But I was not 
doing particularly brilliant work and I 
thought he wasted too much time + nea 
me about it, so I requested a change. It 
was readily granted. As it happened, 
that instructor was soon relieved from 
instructing and eventually left the ser- 
vice, He is now instructing commercial- 
ly. Since that time I have known scores 
of instructors, but none of them have 


_been as "tough" as the one just mention- 


ed. 

_Cursing or intimidating a student, 
which our author seems to think is so 
common, is a serious military offense, 
and I can hardly conceive of an officer 
risking a blight on his career to in- 
dulge in it unless the circumstances 


: were unusual and so. serious as to de- 
: stroy his self-control, 


There are, of 
course, students who are inclined to be 
"bull~headed," and I have seen such stu- 
dents insist upon doing things so dan- 
gerous to themselves and othe:'s that 
complete speechlessness was the only 
eee against a verbal explosion, 
nstructors are even required not to de- 
monstrate difficult maneuver: or acro- 
batics to any student until he has had a 
panies number of hours, just to avoid 
the possibility that such maneuvers 
would frighten or discour 
Furthermore, no student 


e hin. 
s ever flunke 
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merely because‘he flies poorly on one | 

check ride, A careful reeord is kept of 
his grades from to day, If if were . 
true that "he may be dropped at any one. 
ef twenty-five stages or checks" not one 
in twenty would ever finish. It takes a 
severe and protracted "slump". to elimin- | 
ate any student who has ever shown pro- | 
mise. The check rides are not for. the © 
purpose of eliminating students, but for 
the purpose of determining when. they are 
ready for the next stage of instruction. 
Since the check pilot is a veteran in- | 
structor himself, he may be able to help| 
the student in some way, I am still -— 
grateful to a check pilot who, at his 
own insistence, rode with me several } 
days in succession and finally pulled me | 
Shrouen a phase which had been difficult ; 

or me, 

At the school which is the target for 
most of the criticism, no.student is 
ever dropped until at least three people, 
his instructor and two check Rese are 
convinced that he will not achieve the | 
standard of proficiency required of a 
military pilot. If he can.succeed in | 
convincing any one of the three that he | 
even has possibilities, he is given ano- | 
ther chance. Some students require a 
great deal more time and effort than 
Others, but they are seldom, if ever, 
given up as long as they can show any 
definite progress as the result of in- 
struction, 

After all, instructors and check pilots 
are human, If you have ever seen the 
despair and defeat in the face of. some 
kid who simply fails to "catch-on" to 
chandelles or lazy-eights, you know that 
there cannot be very many instructors 
who would get a kick out of telling him 
that his case is hopeless. The necessity 
of eliminating students is one of the 
most painful things about agesracteny. | 
Most of the pleasure comes from getting 
students through, Human nature. deing | 
what it is, it stands to reason that a 
eas deal more time and money is wasted | 

n trying to improve poor students than | 
in discarding or frightening away good 
ones, 

Even amon; those students who succeed | 








| 
| 


I do not know that this is true, but it 


is a reasonable assumption. _ 
It is a proven fact,. however, that a 
student who is particularly. slow during 


one phase of instruction will almost in- 


variably get even further: behind on the 
next phase. It is well know that many 
borderline cases have been given the ben- 
efit of the doubt. and allowed to finish. 
I know that this is true because I have 
flown with some of then, barely missed 
collisions with them in formation, and 
watched them tie up tactical maneuvers 
time after time.: In active service these 


| fellows form that small perceusae which 
uld it be 


makes most of the mistakes! Wo 


' wise to increase their number? . 


It is true that almost anyone can learn 
to fly. It is not true that almost any- 
one who flies can become a militar 
pilot. <A great many people, however, 
seem to think so, and the wide accept- 
ance of this fallacy is difficult to ex- 
plain, <A brief consideration of the 
facts will demonstrate that the idea is 


| wagolly erronéous and that it is still 


interfering with the public's under- 


| standing and acceptance of commercial 


and private flying. ; 

Some day most people who consider 
themselves informed on aviation will 
come to understand that students are not 
"washed-out" of military flying schools 
because they can not learn to fly.. Most 
of them can and a great many of them do 
learn to Ny fairly well. They are. 
washed out because they appear, for one 
reason or another, unadle to reach the 
high standard of gage: | at certain 
kinds of flying which our air force re- 
quires. aid 

That standard can be lowered, it is 
true. And there are forces seeking to 
lower it which are constantly active.. 
But it is well known to veterans in the 
Service that when (and if) it is lowered 
the accident rate will rapidly increase, 
and efficiency and morale wilt oO. dewn, 
Recently the mere rumor that this stand- 
ard had been or would be lowered in the 


| interests of rapid expansion caused con- 
| Siderable apprehension among tactical 


units, and a temporary disturbance of 


in graduating there are wide differences | morale which could be noted even among 


of ability. 
that the student reach a certain minimum | 


standard before he is sent to a tactical | 


The school demands only * | 


the enlisted mechanics. 
_ In the early days of our participation 
in the World War the selective system 


Squadron, where his real military train- i for military pilots had not been worked 


ing begins, ‘Whether or not that stand- 
ard is too high or too low can only be 
Judged by the records the graduates make 
n actual service, and no one'is better 
Guess 208 to make that judgment than the 
irectors of the school, who have them- 
selves seen many years of tactical’ duty. 
Decisions on borderline cases can not 
always be right, and no doubt students 
have been eliminated who might eventual- 
ly have become satisfactory military 
pilots after a considerable further ex- 





penditure of public funds and equipment, 


out and for a long time poor pilots and 
even unfit pilots were subjected to the 
Overwhelming nervous strain of aerial 
combat. The final check pilot in those 
days was Death. His minimum standard 
was not high, but it was inflexible, and 
he rode most often when the enemy was 
not even in sight. 

At the present time the Royal Air 
Force, faced with a-desperate situation, 
has sacrificed efficiency for rapid ex- 
pansion to such an extent that their re- 
cent accident rate is appalling. The 
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Chinese are in a similar difficulty. Re- | pilot should be able subconsciously to 


cently a pilot of my acquaintance quit ~ 
his work with a Chinese flying school 
and came home in disgust. He explained 
the Gieapposn ting showing made by the 
Chinese airmen by the fact that their 
school, which was once modeled strictly 
after our own army school, had rapidly 
degenerated after the Japan-enforced de- 
parture of its American erganizer and 
advisor and that its standards had been 
forced down to the point where anyone wo 
could take a plane off, fly it around 
and land it safely was considered a mil- 
itary pilot. He said he and the other 
American instructors had tried to persu- | 
ade the Chinese authorities to revive 
the system of checks. and minimum stand- 
ards fer military flyers, particularly 
after they received a shipment of ten 
new Martin bombers, But the Chinese 
philosophically refused to discourage 
their pilots in this manner, and within 
a few months all the bombers had been 
damaged beyond repair, 


; time 





is it so difficult to understand 
that milit flying is very different 
from other kinds of dy bw. Military 
flying itself has developed so many tech 
nical details that even the military 
pilots have had to give up trying to be 
proficient at all branches of it. In 
suit aviation it is just as important 
© be able to fire a machine accu- 
rately as it is to fly well. One abili- 
ty is practically worthless without the 
Other. But the mere ability to shoot 
does not make a tie compat pilot, nor 
does the mere ability to fly. It is 
foolish to remind ourselves that the 
ability_to fly is not a great deal more 
difficult to acquire than the ability to 
Grive a car and then to assume that 
every pilot is a potential military 
pilot. Are all automobile drivers good 
mvepec es for the mechanized cavalry? 
Military — are supposed to be of- 
ficers and possess, both on the ground 
and in the air, those qualities for lead- 
ership, initiative and self-reliance ex-. 
pected of officers in any branch of the 
Service. It was never assumed that the 
mere ability to ride a horse made a man 
a cavalry officer, or that ability to 
handle a sailboat in a breeze made a man 
& gea captain, <Any pilot who can take a 
— off, find his from one place 
© another and land it safely will get 
along well enough when left to his own 
devices, provided he has sense enough to 
stay out of very bad weather and refrain 
from the tn stunts or maneuvers be- 
a 


ond his ability and training which are, 
or his prpears: entirely useless. 
A military pilot is not left to his 


-own devices, Merely to fly around is 
for him eee’ @ pleasant pastime or an 
Opportunity to rest between difficult 
tasks. Flying must for him be so easy 
&nd so0 automatic that he need not think 


‘ 





orce his plane to its maximum perforn- 
ance in any situation and never try to 
force it beyond that maximum, He must 
be able to do this while maneuvering wit: 
his eyes glued to a gun-sight, while he 
is blacked out in a pull-out or turn, or 
while all ef his attention is required 
for watching or locating a possible enemy 
or target. He must be able to fly for 
hours so close to other planes that they 
could always collide in a second, and 
then be in ‘ee shape for difficult man- 
euvers or a tight formation landing at 
the end of the flight. 

Most men can learn to fly safely under 
ordinary circumstances in about 25 hours. 
pe gg Ae ten give their pilots at 
least 150 before they are graduated, Is 
it ys e that se — all of that 

age | to fly any students 
know how to fly reasonably well to begin 
with, and quite often they are the ones 
who have the most trouble. I wish that 
some of the people who are so anxious to 


| change our system of military instruc- 
| tion could ride with and tr 
| a student who has been taught how to 

— take-off in some easily-flown ages 
| skid it around and land it smooth 


to improve 


y. He 
thinks he can fly, and he can, for all 
practical purposes when there is Ftgencd 
of time and plenty of room, But he can 
not fly for military purposes. It re- 
saree nours and hours of instruction, 
ar more than would be required to start 
from scratch, merely to correct the 
slight habitual errors in technique whic 
become very important when you consider 
that they would be extremely dangerous 
in even the most loosely-flown formation 
Many students, some of them with pre- 
vious flying experience, get along fair- 
ly well as long as they have at least a 
small portion of the air or the landing 
field to themselves, But when other 
planes crowd them or block their intend- 
ed landing path they become tense and 
anxious and Conse gare ty less sensitive 
to the movements of their own planes. 
This is a natural tendency and is to be 
expected in the beginning, but the mili- 
tary pilot must overcome it quickly and 
completely. The private or commercial 
pilot should be worried and disturbed by 
the presence of other planes so that he 
will give them plenty of room, But mil- 
itary traffic is usually heavy, so 
heavy that the pilot who cannot readily 
become accustomed to being crowded and 
"jostled" does not belong in it, The 
individualist who. must work things out 
alone may be a great genius, and a great 


'pilot, but he is not & military pilot. 


There are other per does: and mental 
characteristics which may be neither 
"good" nor "bad" under ordinary circum- 
stances but which would seriously hinder 
a ogee ae pilot. For the protection 
both of the individual and of the Ser- 





about it. The ability to fly serves no jvice these things should be discovered 
military purpose in itself. A military |.t the outset whenever they exist and 
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BER METS 


‘or to try to soothe their disappoint- 


ant interview." 





the flight surgeon is charged with this 
unpleasant responsibility, This fact ac- 
counts for the "psychological" and "hy-- 
percritical" portions of his examination | 
which seems so unnecessary to many people! 
who know a great deal less about psycho- 
logy than the flight surgeon, anda ‘ 
great deal less about the | peg me re- 
uirements of military flying than those 
who prescribed the tests. a 4 
This applies to the physical require- - 
ments as well, Despite rumors to the 
contrary, these requirements have not - 
greatly changed, t is possible that 
the recent sudden expansion may have 
caused a few persons to be given the 
benefit of the doubt concerning some mi- 
nor disqualification but some of these 
will have to be eliminated later. Flight 
surgeons are not authorized to "lay aside; 
material for a rainy "or to "keep 
in touch" with disqualified candidates, 





ments. They are often overworked by the 
duties they are required to perfsrm and 
they are required to conduct a thorough | 
examination, not to engage in a "pleas 


Flight surgeons are military men and | 
they. work with others who are, or desire 
to be, in the same category. Consequently 
they are supposed to dispense facts, not 
sympathy. Bad news is always unpopular 
and I suppose anyone who is failing to 
pone an examination finds it an ordeal. 
ut the idea that flight surgeons often 
go out of their way to make enemies is a 
strange one. In the course of a few 
years I have "endured" more than twenty 
detailed examinations by various flight 
surgeons all over the country and I know , 
of none who are “overbearing, domineer- 
ing, cynical, insulting" or who could 
qualify under any one of that remarxable 
collection of adjectives. Whenever I 
had trouble with some portion of the ex- 
amination I was unhappy, even miserable, | 
and I wished that I could blame the sur- 
geon, But after watching a great number | 
of others go through the same thing I 
can understand that a strict, impersonal 
fairness to all is the only policy that 
can succeed, Few of my examiners, even 
when I knew them personally,.ever wasted 
many words either of sympathy or encour- 

sement, But those sensitive souls who 
object to brief and business-like methods 
should not contemplate entering the mili- 
tary service. 

In any governmental activity it is 
only 7 Se grenpens difficulty that 
standards which rule out the majority can 
be maintained. Those who try to maintain | 
such standards would frequently like to - 
make exceptions and sometimes strong 


are very common does not ch 


i ing, 
'is not normal and its disadvantages will 


of altitude and direction, 
-well known to medical science that few 

' individuals are normal in every respect, 
‘and it is true taat a large majority are 
/not normal even in those respects which 
'are important to military aviation, Many 
‘applicants who are accepted have various 


'for a great , 
| digestions, falling hair and crooked 
‘noses do not greatly matter. 


it or not" stories of rare individuals 


who have succeeded at certain kinds of 

flying prove nothing. Here again great 
age 1s done to private aviation by 

the confusion, which often appears deli- 


| berate, between ordinary requirements 


and present-day military requirements. I 


| might have enjoyed trying to follow 


Wiley Post as he found his way around 
the world with one eye and Harold Gatty, 
but I certainly would not have enjoyed 
flying on his blind side in a close for- 
mation, ~ 

The requirements for military flyers 
have been in force for more than twenty 
years and they. are not more rigid today 
than they were in the beginning of their 
application, Certainly we should know 
by now’ that those requirements do not 
call for "a superior specimen ~- physical- 


Wy: mentally, and psycholagically per- 
| fect. 

| vidual be-normal in certain respects 
, which would ayes important to 

; military work. 


They demand only that the indi- 


im in 
Every one. of those re- 
quirements is worked out for a normal, 


‘hHéalthy individual, and not for a super- 
| ior one! 


Is that such a startling fact? LEye- 


| sight, for instance, mst be 20/20,which 


is normal and not perfect. Many eyes 


‘are 20/15 and better, but that is super- 
-ior vision and is not required. The 

' game is true of everything else. And 

| even with tnings which can be numerical- 
_ ly measured,. such as heart and pulse ac- 
| tion and blood pressure, a very wide 

| latitude is allowed. 


The fact that certain peculiarities 

e the fact 
that they are handicaps in military fly- 
Astigmatism is widespread, but it 


increase with age. And it is true that 


| what might be called a "superiar" sense 
| Of balance, resulting from a highly sen- 


sitive inner ear, is inevitably disqual- 


| ifying because the individual possessing 


it reacts too strongly to slight changes 
It is a fact 


things "wrong" with them along lines 
which are not important. Fortunately 
» Such things as-poor 


In his informative book Flyi 


Vistas, 
Dr. Isaac H, Jones e 


lains W the 


, qualifications desirable in service 


pressure is brought to bear upon them to 


force them to do so. But it 
ous fact that the success of such effort 
either to reduce the requirements or to 

interfere with their application, would 

be detrimental and unfair. In the case 

of the physical requirements, "believe 


s an obvi- 


pilots are not those which may be found 

| in a majority of individuals. 

"There is a great difference between 

8, the requirements of military aviation 
‘and of private and commercial aviation, 
The reasons for the difference in the 
‘requirements of a war pilot and those of 
|a private or commercial pilot are sen- 
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sible. The military aviator .'... is |create it. Such a school is run princi- 
selected to be better than his ge, b mp4 by officers wio remain there only 
The student got or the private pilot | for a short portion of their careers and 
of commercial aviation to is not plan-~ who are interested not so much in the 
ning to fight anybody. He is like the —§ school itself as in the efficiency of 
average youth. who can play football or (its graduates. At times when expansion 
tennis, But the military aviator is is desired there is undoubtedly strong 
like the member of the 'varsity' -feot- sentiments from some sources in favor of 


ball team, or the tennis c lon - one | sacrificing quality for quantity produc- 
who can defeat his a gre | tion, even when there is no apparent ne- 
This is not to imply, of course, that | cessity for such a policy and when it 


military pilots are t a ogt peiene | would be sure to cause trouble later. 
There are too many kinds of flying today Even if a crisis should arise there 
to permit any such simple and arbitrary | are methods of getting more pilots train- 
comparisons, but even if there were such | ed which would prove far less costly in 
a thing as "pure flying ability" it is | the long run than "letting down the bars" 
not to be supposed that those who pos- 'and destroying the present high standard 
sessed it- would necessarily be attracted of efficiency which has been achieved by 
into the Services. Commercial aviation | twenty years of selective effort. A for- 
uses good men too, and private pilots /mation in the air can never out-maneuver 
may roid their skill as they choose. _ its own weakest members. And the finest 
But the military pilot should certainly equipment is wasted on pilots who are 
be better at the kind of work he is ex- = not capable of egg its every ad- 
pected to do - work in which mere flyi vantage. Furthermore, the success of an 
technique sometimes plays a small though | air force must depend upon the determin- 
ees part. ed aggressiveness of the individual §: 
enever any pilot, military or other- | pilot, so it would seem foolish to fill 


wise, gets the idea that he belongs to an air force with men who were attracted 
"a race apart" he naturally becomes the (| into it by having everything made easier 
laughing stock of his own comrades, Mil- | for them. 


itary pilots are specialists, just as Just what kind of a man is a military 


airline pilots, test pilots, racing | pilot supposed to be, anyway? Suppose 
- and stunt flyers are specialists. | that a great many instructors were actu- 
ere are so many aspects of military | ally "tough guys," which they are not, 
flight that it is divided into several | being normal individuals with human sym- 
sub-specialties, each of which has come | pathies who can well remember their ow 
to require special training and talent, | first experiences of a few years back 
so that no one man can attain a high | (and which they would not be allowed to 
proficiency in all of them, And each | be, after all, since the schools have 


Service pilot must therefore learn as he | for years been trying to graduate as - 
accumulates experience, that other flying; many good students as possible). Suppose 
specialists are far better in their it were actually true that most of the 
fields than he would be, and in many /washouts were frightened by their in- 
cases better than he could ever hope to | structors and that the number of gradu- 
e. ates could be | meegoon va increased just by 
_But he is proud of his job, of its |making everything nice and easy for 
strict requirements and its difficulties,| everybody, What kind of an air force 

of its limitless opportunities for prog- | would we have in a few years? Would fel- 
ress and improvement, He could certain- | lows who were frightened out of their 

ly not-be proud of it if it were true wits when they rode with a check pilot 
that almos One who tries may become | be expected to roam the skies in search 
successful at it! It has been said that . of somebody to swap 50-calibre bullets 
grasses of military flying schools are | with them? 

nclined to be proud of the fact that As to the traces of a kind of military 
about half the students who enter those "hazing" which may still persist at the 
schools are unable to complete the Army school, I must confess that I 
course, i tayee sf And why shouldn't "submitted" to the "indignities" several 
they be? The college I attended has a years ago when they really amounted to 
reputation for graduating a similar per- | something, and that the whole business 
centage, and I am proud of it. The was not a great deal more annoying than 
tough time I had Gos iies through was the personalties of the few individvua.s 
worth the effort because I felt I was who sometimes tried to overdo it. I wok 
achieving sometaing not supposed to be little part in it as an upperclassman, 
easy. e standing of any school, pro- | but I could see the explanation and the 
fessional or otherwise, is based largely reasons for its existence. And the hy- 
upon strict and uncompromising entrance pes iype of fellows who would say 

ello 


and graduation requirements. “Shucks, ws...we came here to learn 
The distinction which a military fly- to fly and we haven't time for that sort 

ing school confers upon its successf of stuff" would perhaps need some kind 

graduates is a mere by-product of a lar- | of informal initiation most of all. A 





er purpose, and there is no necessity military flyi school does not exist 
for maintaining artificiel standards to for tho puaies of merely teaching fel- 
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lows to fly. They can learn that any- | 
where, at any crossroads airport, for a 
few dollars, <A military school must 
change them into military officers and 
airmen, The change ig a difficult one 
for some types of personality and it is 
often aided by a kind of discipline which 
oe at the time seem almost ridiculous. 
© an outsider, certain phases of mili- 
tary discipline and ceremony may look 
like childish horseplay, Maybe some of 
it is silly. War is silly too, but some-~ 
times it may be necessary and certainly | 
very real. I am afraid our author's Be- | 
rious-minded model student scarcely has | 
the spirit which the nation expects in | 
its defenders, I can imagine him callirg) 
an enemy pilot on the radio: "Shucks, 
fellow, I haven't time for this childish | 
scrapping, I came up here to Aa my | 
flying technioue." Let's not kid our- | 
selves about the purpose of an army. It | 
exists not for show or <r: or for | 
u 





the education of the public in flying or 
anything else. It should be concerned 
not with making itself attractive or 
with maki converts into its own ranks, 
but to train itself for a difficult and 
terrible job. Satisfaction in its work 
should come largely from its ability to 
do a distasteful job well, better than 
anyone else, and get it over with, I can 
not conceive of a war in the air being 
won by men who have to be "made to feel 
at home" and "put at their ease" repeat- 
edly vos to get them through a flying 
school, : 

Flying is not "nine-tenths sslf-confi- 
dence," It would be more correct to say 
that flying is one-tenth self-confidence. 
Any student with nine times as much con- 
fidence as ability would be dangerous 
to everybody. The poorest students are 
often completely unconscious of their 
faults, and derive a grand and pathetic 
self-confidence from the very thing that | 
makes them hopeless as military pilots - 
the fact that they are insensitive to 
their own errors, A timid, hesitant stu- 
dent who has enough persistence to feel 
his way through things will eventually 
learn and his ability will bring him con- 
fidence, And the students who learn most: 
rapidly are those who are actually better 
than they think they are. 

No instructor worthy of the name will 
deliberately do things that impede his 
students' progress, Each student is a 
different problem. One works better 
when he is praised and encouraged, ano- 
ther will "put out" only when stung by 
sharp criticism, If successful instruct-! 
ing were merely a matter of pease a& | 
student on the back and telling him how 
easy it all is, it would be a cinch. It 
is a proven fact that when all else has 
failed, a student's work will sometimes 
improve after he has been spoken to se- 
verely, Perhaps he likes his instructor 
and becomes more and more tense from try- 
ing not to displease him so that he actu- 
ally relaxes after the inevitable happens 
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| peatedl 


| and courage. 
| Men be 


and the instructor expresses his dis- 
leasure. Perhaps it is a relief for. 
im to hear just how rotten his work is 
and get the matter over with, ; 

The great temptation is for the in- 
structer to accept slipshod work as 
"zood enough." Instructing is a tiring 
and difficult job. so why should an in- 
structor want to make it a disagreeable 
one as well by creating an atmosphere of 


| hostility between himself and his stu- 


dent? It stands to reason that he isfar 
more likely to become too friendly and 

agreeable and to let small errors siide 
instead of pointing them out repeatedly. 


ways in the direction cf a gradual relax- 


ing of high standards, of changing de- 
mands to fit the easiest source of supply 
rather than finding means to make the 
supply fit the demand,of sacrificing the 
future. effectiveness of an organization 
for the immediate desires and ambitions 
of individuals. To those who have re- 


| sisted this tendency in the past we owe 
‘much of the present internationall 


hig’ 
rating of the American military pilot, | 


| any selective system eliminations are i 


evitable, and the Service schools are rr 

explaining that failure to: com- 
plete thety course is no reflection upo:: 
the character or the ability of the indi 


| vidual, but they can hardly be expected 


to assume the responsibility for satisfy 
ing the ambitions of every American you 
youth. 
Eliminations from the school may or 

may not prove to be unfortunate for the 
individual concerned, but anyone who de- 
velops an "inferiority co ex that will 
hound him the rest cf his life" merely 
because he failed to "make the team" in 
military flying is quite obviously the 
type who would not be successful at any- 
thing which required much persistence 

A great many successful 

an their careers by flunking out 
ege, and flunking out of college 


i 


of col 


‘is just as mucn a reflection upon the 


mentality of an individual as faili to 
make the heavy grade at flying school is 
a reflection upon his flying ability. 

Many washouts of the more stubborn type 


| have become successful in other fields 
a aviation as a result of their efforts 
| to 


rove themselves and others that they 
could learn to fly well. 


| . some. twenty years have passed since th: 


World War,and private and commercial avis 
tion have come of age. They have outgrcm 
war planes and war pilots,and they need 


ino longer be dependent upon military 
| schools, or upon military designs and sre 


cifications either in equipment or in 
pilots. In keeping withthe it, hh oe o: 
aviation as‘a whole,its specialties gro 
more and more diverse and each has its 
own purposes, its own methods, and its om 
requirements, Further progress is aided 
not when these differences are compromise 
and obscured, but when they are recogniz- 
ed and encouraged, 
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The death of Lieut. Colonel John G, 
Colgan,Air Corps, on November 19, 1938, 
at the Letterman General Hospital, San 
Francisco, Calif., removed from the 
ranks of the Air Corps an able officer 
and a veteran pilot, who was among 
the first of the American flyers to see 
service in France during the World War, 

Colonel Colgan was born December 31, 
1888, at Philadelphia, Pa. After gradu- 
ating from high school, he attended both 
the Pennsylvania State College and the 
Michigan icultural College. Prior to 
his entry into the <5 ee | Service, he 
was employed-.as a civil engineer with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad for a year,and 
thereafter for one and one-half years he 
was engaged in scientific agriculture. 
He entered the military service as a 
Private in the Aviation Section, Signal 
Enlisted Reserve Corps, on December 30, 
1916, and was subsequently promoted to 
Sergeant, After undergoing training at 
the Curtiss Flying School at Newport 
News, Va., he qualified as a Reserve 
Milit Aviator on March 15, 1917; was 
commissioned a first lieutenant in the 
Aviation Section, Signal Officers' Re- 
serve Corps, April 20, 1917, and was as- 
signed to active duty with the lst Aero 
Squadron at Columbus, New Mexico. 

Ordered to duty overseas in August, 
1917, Colonel Colgan completed training 
on the Nieuport a 
and on October 15, 1917, was assigned to 
Amanty, France, on piloting duty. 
he was attached to the First Corps Fly- 
ing School where, until March 30, 1918, 
he performed the duties of instructor in 
aerial observation, reconnaissance, 


aerial photography and artillery reglage. 


He was then once more assigned to the 
lst Aero Squadron for duty at the front, 
with station at Ourche, France. He un- 
dertook the most hazardous missions and 
poetevand, them successfully. In the 

teau Thierry, St. Mihiel and the 
Argonne offensives, he participated with 
his squadron as flight commander, and 
for his bravery and devotion to duty 
during these front lines operations he 
> ree to Captain, October 29, 


Upon his return to the United States, 
Colonel Colgan served for brief periods 
at Mitchel and Hazelhurst Fields, L.I., 
New York, and from January, 1920, to 
October, 1920, he served as flight com- 
mander with the 12th Observation Squad- 
ron along the Mexican Border, with sta- 
tion at Douglas, Arizona. 

Transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, 
where he took advanced Pursuit training 
with the First Pursuit Group, he was, 
upon the completion of this training, 
assigned as a student at the Field Offi- 
cers’ School at Langley Field, Va. Fol- 
lowing his graduation from this school, 
he was assigned to the Air Depot at 


—. 





| oonaine 


lane at Avord,France, , 


Later 





| Fairfield, Ohio, October 8, 1922, and 

| served with the 88th Observation Squad- 

|ron for a period of nearly five years 

| in various capacities, such as Opera- 

| tions Officer, Commanding Officer and 

| Bngineering Officer, On August le, 

1927, he was auaheen to duty as Com- 
Officer of Lunken Field, Cin- 

cinnati, Ohio, where he served for a 

period of five years. ; 

Transferred to Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
September 1, 1932, Colonel Colgan serv- 
ed at that station as Commanding Office: 
of the 5th Observation Squadron until 
Januxry 18, 1934. His next assignment 
was in the Philippines, where he served 
as Purchasing and Contracting Officer a’ 
ae ie go Air Depot wntil July 2, 
1935, I11 health, from which he did no* 
subsequently fully recover, necessitate: 
his relief from foreign service, and af- 
ter a pees of nearly three months at 
the Letterman General Hospital, he was, 

‘on October 6, 1935, assigned to station 
at March Field, Calif., where he per- 
formed duty with the i?th Attack Grow 
as Commanding Officer, then as Command-~ 
ing Officer of the 95th Attack Squadron 
and as Group Exchange Officer and Group 

i with Headquarters, 17th Attack 

roup. 

Golonel Colgan was promoted to the 

| grade of Major on July 1, 1933, and to 

ident. Colonel (temporary) on August 26, 

. 
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| On November 13th, at approximately 

17:30 p.m,, two well-liked officers of 

| the 27th Division Aviation, New York 

| National Guard, Captain Ray Worral 

| Krout and lst Lieut. Lansing Colton 

| Holden, met their death in an airplane 

| accident near Nashville, Tenn. Funeral 
| services for Captain Krout were held at 
' Paterson, N.J., and for Lieut. Holden 
at St. Bartholomew's Chapel, New York 

| City. The passing of these two officers 
was a great loss to the 102nd Observa- 
tion Squadron, 

Captain Krout was born in Newark, 
N.J., July 23, 1895. He attended ele- 
mentary and high schools in Newark, 
N.J., entering Columbia University in 
1915, In oe 1917, he entered the 
Curtiss Airplane Company at Buffalo, 
N.Y,, as Civilian Inspector for the 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps, inspect- 
ing airplanes being manufactured by. 
that company for the U.S, Government. 

In September, 1917, he enlisted in 
the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, as 
a Flying Cadet, and was assigned to 
the School of Military Aeronautics, 
Princeton University, as a student. of 
military aviation, On February 11, 
1918, he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant, and he remained in the ser- 
vice throughout the World War overseas 
— the 145th Aero Squadron, He was 
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wena an discharged from the service on 
May 20, 1919, 

On April 4, 1929, Captain Krout appli- 
ed and was commissioned a second lieuten- 
ant in the 27th Division Aviation, New 
York National Guard, He was placed in 
command of the 102nd Photo Section, On 
July 26, 1930, he was promoted to first 
lieutenant, He was later reassigned to 
the 102nd Observation Squadron as Arma- 
ment Officer. He was promoted to Cap- 
tain, June 25, 1938. 

Lieut. Holden was born in New York 
City, October 8, 1896, He attended ele- 
mentary and high school in his native 
city and then entered Princeton Univer- 
sity. At the age of 21, and while a 
student at Princeton, he enlisted in the 
Aviation Section, - Corps, as a 
Flying Cadet, June 28, 1917, He was. 
commissioned a lst Lieutenant, Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, March 38, 1918, 
and was honorably discharged from the 
service on March 31, 1919, During this 
yeraee. Lieut. Holden spent approximate- 

y 18 months overseas with the service. 
He was the flight commander of the 95th 
Aero Squadron, and was credited with 
bringing down eight German airplanes, 
thereby gaining the unofficial title of 
"Ace." For his distinguished service 
overseas, he was awarded the Distinguish- 
ed Service Cross, with Oak Leaf; the 
Legion of Honor Medal, and the Croix de 
Guerre with palm, 

Immediately =aneelee his honorable 
discharge from the mil ey | service, 
Lieut. Holden volunteered his services 
with the Spanish army to, subdue the 
Riffs in Spanish Morocco, He was one of 
the first two recipients of the Medal 
of the Moroccan Peace for unusual ser- 
vice in this war. 

Having been discharged from the 
Spanish army, he returned to the United 
States and reentered Princeton Univer- 
sity. Later he entered Harvard Univer- 
sity, and he received his Architect de- 
gree in 1924, On February 5, 1926, he 
enlisted in the 10lst Cavalry, Troop 
K (Squadron "A") New York National 
Guard, serving as Private and Corporal, 
He was Se oerene on ergy, 19, 1929. 

On June 27, 1929, Lieut. Holden ap- 
plied for and received a commission as 
second lieutenant in the Air Corps, 
National Guard, and was assigned to the 
l0end Observation Squadron as Assistant 
Gperations Officer. He was promoted to 
first lieutenant on June 26, 1930. 

On September 12, 1933, having obtained 
a civil assignment of highly technical 
architectural nature with R.K.0. Studios 
in California, he was transferred to the 
National Guard Reserve, This civil as- 
signment kept him away from the New York 
National Guard for a period of about 
five years. 

On August 5, 1938, Lieut. Holden was 
recommissioned in the 102nd Observation 





Squadron, 27th Division Aviation, as 
first lieutenant, and assigned to duty 
as Assistant Armament Officer, He was 
very active in this capacity, which was 
a to his duty as an Airplane 
Pilot, 

In addition to the decorations previ- 
ously enumerated, Lieut, Holden held 
the New York State Service Cross, 

The Air Corps extends its deep sympa- 
thy to the bereaved families of these 
deceased officers, 0 
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FORMATION FLYING IN PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


The 24th and 29th Pursuit Squadrons, 
Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, have 
recently developed and are now in the - 
process of perfecting a combined close 
order parade formation to be used on 
the occasions of Wing Reviews and simi- 
lar ceremonies, The show consists of 
flying an oval track, any part of which 
would be visible from the ate ag 
stand, with the squadrons forming in 
varied drill formations, line, echelon, 
vee and mass, on each successive lap. 
Purely show formations have been little 
used by the Pursuit organizations in 
Panama in recent years, the normal work- 
ing formation being tightened up for 
the purposes of aerial review. 
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GENERAL ARNOLD VISITS HAMILTON FIELD 


Major General Henry H, Arnold, Chief 
of the Air Corps, arrived by plane at 
Hamilton Field, Calif., on peng en A 
December 7th, for the purpose of ng 
an inspection of that Air Base and the 
Air Depot at Sacramento, Calif, He 
Called on Major General Bowley, Command- 
ing General of the Ninth Corps Area, 
and Colonel Jacob E, Fickel, Air Officer 
of the 9th Corps Area. 

According to the Hamilton Pield Cor- 
respondent, a "Dutch Treat" dinner was 
served at the Officers' Club at that 
Field on Tiurs evening, December 
8th, with General Arnold as the honored 
guest. The informal dinner and get- 
together afforded officers and their 
ladies an opportunity to meet General 
Arnold, 

General Arnold returned to em > egg 
from the West Coast = December 12th, 
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BOMBING PRACTICE FOR 74TH ATTACK SQ'DR. 


For the past few weeks, the 74th At- 
tack Squadron, Albrook Field, Panama 
Canal Zone, has been engaged in live 
bombing and gunnery practice, utilizing 
alwainum slicks (eeenne aluminum 
seg dropped on the surface of Paname 

ay, for targets. 
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